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41 take pleasure in speaking words
I pr -ml‘nn'n Kidney Pills, and my
- pemonal experience is what makes me feel
M 'ﬁnnl!hﬂlh For several years
% ba an almost continual backache.

i
+“

could hardly stoop om.a?dd anything that
juired hil.n'onr would aggravate my
ackack that { would be compelled o g
lie for awhile. I was also greatly

. troubled with the urine. Sometimes it was
frequent, and then n it would
if* poome very scanty and high colored. 'When

thatway my stomach would bloat up terribly.

B e e
m, . e t side followel
' whe im’ a box of Doan's Kidney

8 at the drug store of Johnson & Ilen-
Gerson and their use. Their nction
~ was almost magic. The second da
after I commenced taking them my bac
folt better, I continned their use,and to-day
back feels splendid. It is free from any
an or lameness, something I have not
for & number of years. The
~ mrination has been restored to a natural
“condition and larity. I do not bloat
any more, Another member of my family
 was tronbled in nearly the same manner,
~ and obtained the same benefit from using
W 's Kidney Pills that I did, Their
~ wonderful success has made me enthusiastic
~_in their praise. You are nt liberty to use
. this statement and refer nnyone to me. |
. have already told lots of people nbout
= "

. Doan's Kidney Pille for vale by all dealers
\ —price 50 cents, Maile | 1 Foster-Milbuirr
. Co., Buffulo, N. Y., sale_ngents for the U, 8,
" Remember the ngie, Doan's, nnd take no
- sther,
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| PHYSICIAN & SURGEON,
i RESIDENCE, 400 SAGINAW ST,

Office, 211 N. Washington St.

lllll PARKILL & SOR'S DRUG STORE,
“DR,C. MCCORMICK

PHYSICIAN. SURGEON. ETO.
~_Bpecinl attention glmu to the trentment of

by means of Elrctricity, Rheumntlsm,
Lumbago, Sciatios and n number o
s readily yleld to this form of

t.
* Dfoe and Resldence No, 990 East Exchange St
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Orrioe: 114 N. Washington St. Orrice
Hours: 8 lsn O a. m and 1 to
p. m.

.~ Resrpexce: 666 N. Washington St.
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‘Hamblin & Crawford,
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ance, Money to Loan, Notarles Public.
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i CHAPTER XVIL

Lawyer Howell was certainly a oool
hand. Though Mr, Topmark awakened
him at daylight the next morning for a
conference that ought to have set him in
n flutter, be came to breakfast sleek and
serone as ever, albeit he had talked free-
ly with Mrs. Annis and her niece,

Ho was in holiday temper, well pleas.
ed with himself apd all about him.
Though he fancied himself & bachalor
confirmed, he bhad still asemibhuman de-
light in the young of his species, espe-
cinlly when they had spotless faces and
wore fresh white pinafores and had a
habit of speech quaintly frank and di-
verting. Then, too, the green country
obarmed him. It bad such wonderful
harmonies of tint and tone. The happy
babble of water slipping past was musio
to his ears,

“The day is a concrete idyl,' he said
to himself abount 11 o’clock, tipping back
hisohair go far he half lay at ease in it,
“It is troly o case of ‘all save the spirit
of mun isdivine,” Can Topmark be such
o fool s to think I do not see what
conrds ho thinks be bolds and how he
means to play them? It is astonishing,
his infatoarion, or rather it would be if
the girl were merely pretty., She is so
vary much more—one of the women
men die for—I myself might be rather
hard hit if she would look at me nsa
human being,  Sho did ot Just night,
Iwns merely a new sort of animal about
whom she wad not even curions. Sho
had something on ber mind, I wonder

g, ] worder otk how my respected

and health making
are included 1n the
making of HIRES
Rootheer. The prepa-
ration of this great tem-
peratice drink 18 an event
ofimportance ina million
well regulated homes.
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Rootbeer

is full'of good health.
Invigorating, appetiz-
ing, satisfying. Pul
some up to-day and
have it ready to put
down whenever you're
thirsty.

Made only by The
Charles E. Hires Co.,
Philadelphia, A pack-
age makes 5 gallons,
Sold everywhere.

. wrom U8 Journat of Medichn
Prof. W, H. Peeke, w
makes n apecialt
Epllepsy, haa without
doubt treated and cur-
ed more cases than an
llvtng P!h ynlc!nn’ ;mh

uccens is astonia s
We have heard of cnﬂfn

of so years' standing
cured by

him, He

publishesa

valuable

work on

this dis-
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large bot-

tlo of his absolute cure, free to any eufferers
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W, H, PEEKE, ¥, D. 4 Codur St.. New York
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Ehm,mu 11:10 n. m. Sieeper, Chicagc to Bay
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arrives at Bay Clty 9:20p, m,
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& m ., arrives Owosso 1;00 p, m,
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JOHNSON & HENDERSON.

Mr. Topmark thinks otherwise, bhe
lotting himsolf in for a very bad balf
hour. Ho is the shrewdest blunderer—
Oh, hol Here he comes, looking like the
devil."*

Mr, Topmark had indeed o face of
fury ns he dropped into a chair and
wiped his forehead with his hand. The
band shook and his breath came a
thought unevenly ns he said throogh his
set teeth:

““Woll, from the looks er things, How-
ell, you'll have ter take that case an try
tor pat Miss Maguolyer Tubbs, gran’-
daughter of Noomi Pickins, deceased,
in ion er her righta."'

“Ah!" gaid Mr. Howell, half closing
his eyes. They were too wide awake.
“Don't bring up business today. It
seems mude for idleness, "

“Oh, any time you please! It's your
business, not mine, ' Mr. Topmark said,
with aghort langh. Mr. Howell laughed,
too, languidly and in & half apologetio
fushion, ns be goid:

“‘Pardon the correction, but if this is
not yonr business it certainly 18 not
mine. "’

“‘Sny, what in the nation air youm
drivin at?’ Mr, Topmark nsked angrily.
Mr. Howell's face grow more than ever
tranquil as he replied:

“I thought I was explicit enough;
but, if I must speak plainer, I begin
work only upon receipt of o snitable re-
tainer, and Miss Tubbs says, with ad-
mirable candor, she has not §10 to her
name, "’

“"Well, what er that? Suac fer half
you'recover, " Mr. Topmark said sulkily.
Again the Inwyer smiled.

“Ithink I need not tell one go well
informed as yourself,’ ho snid silken-
ly, *‘that law is not an exngt science,
and that in contingent cases one 1§ noyer
certnin of not having his trouble for his
paing, '

“Confound you!" Myr. Topmark
growled. ““I'vo dono let yon inter this,
an you know yonean blood me, All yon
Inwyers iareg’lor Jecches, though—ng
well you as crnother, ™’

I thonght yon would hear reason,’
Mr. Howell returned, with o bow.
“Now, let's get oor bearings, so to
speak. I judge yon wish very greatly to
marry the heiress of Roseon''—

e nin't that,’' Topmark broke in.
“It monght er been ub flret. Befo' my
wifo died T did want the land, bat
now"'—

“T understand,” tho lawyer said.
“Bat, I repeat, you wigh to murry the
heoiress of RRoseoe? Yon wish, too, that
that porson ghall turn ont to bo Miss
Rob McGregor, but only after she hos
become Mra. Topmark?"’

“Yeg—no—1I don't hardly know.
You've got me flustered with yoor fine
tulk. Buot I'll tell you plain jest whar
nn how I stan with her. I been thar
this mornin; found her so took up with
er passel or nasty littlo turkeys I eonldn't
scnsely git er word with her, She
‘peared moughty bright, though, sorter
on aidgo, ns you may say. So I waited,
talkin ter the ole man, until I seen her
slip off out ter the p'ar trees, Then I
chuged off arter her; found her flingin
sticks an rocks up in 'om an p’ars jest
rainin down st every throw she made.
Then &he up an said how lazgy she was
~—any industrions body'd climb an pick
the fruits cobruised, as they was fer
p’serves, Then I up an eaid I'd git up
thar, though I wa'n't guite er boy, an
sho langhed real tantnlizin an said she
oouldn't let the father er o fam'ly resk
hisself that way. Then she kep' on
throwin an set me ter pick up what she
knocked down, An lsugh! You onghter
er heard hor when them froits come
dancin an hoppin over my bald head.
But arter a bit ghe eays:

“ “‘Let's go in the grape nrbor an rest,
I'm "fraid you'll have apoplexy. Icain't
have yoonr death on my conscience.’

“'8oin wo went an get on the two turf
benches, her gne side, me the other. She
had her apern full er p'ara an flung one
over ter me, sayin:

“ ‘Have er p'ar, Mr. Topmark. I'mm
shore you've earned it.’

“Then I sorter aidged round ter let-
tin on I wanted ernother sort er p'ar, an
she flang up her head an laughed an
said:

“‘Oh,. Mr. Topmark, jest for er
change, now, k'pose you was ter talk
gense ter me! I know it would improve
your health.’

“ *Oh," saya I, ‘then you wauter talk
vuginesa? I'm agreenble, Jest you fird
srway.’

"*An ahe says, lookin over my head,
‘I can’t talk your sorter buginess, "canse
I nin't got none er my own, an other
folks® is clean out er the question,”

“ ‘Why," says I, ‘everybody thinks
you'vo got er henp er business—heap too
much fer er protty young thing like
you!'

‘“An then gho held up her hand, say-
in: '‘Stop! You know business is buyin
ap sellin an payin debts. Now, I've
nothin ter buy right now, thank God,
next ter nothin ter sell senoce the colt
was stole an not er debt in the world,
In fact, I oan't git in debt. Nobody'd
trugt me fer 10 cents. They know they
couldn’t tetoh the lund fer it—that's all
we'vo got—an I'd shoot the maun that
would name sale er mortgage ter dad-

L]

“* “You onghter be rich with all this
land,’ says I. ‘Wounldn't you like tor be?
It's wuth er fortune of it was managed
right.'

““Then she thought er minit an flung
her arms over her hend, sayin: ‘Yes, I
do want money, er heap of it, ernough
to make somo rasoals suffer an give
daddy an the dogs an all the black folks
er good time.’

“ ‘You ain't namin nothin fer your-
solf,” I kayn. ‘Shorely yon wanté some-
thin ef it ain't no mo'n fine weddin
clothes, '

*“An then sho langhed—shao’s jost like
quicksilver—an says she: ‘Oh, Mr. Top-
wark, Mr. Topmark! How oan you tan-

the ngliest little old maid, Ireckon I'll
blow away in the end. Thar ain't no
chavce er me dyin, like auybody ought
when they're crossed in love. Yon ought
ter be sorry fer me inatid er makin me
sorry fer myself.’

“ *No, I'm sorry fer mysell,’ saya L
“You've dono sawed me off short every
teteh, but I'm boond ter say er feller
that could git you wouldn's mind ef all
the other women in the world was mad
erpough ter die ovar it."

“ T oughter say thanky, sir,” says
abe. ‘But I thought we'd agreed ter
talk sense.

“ 'Oh, no," says I. ‘It was business,
an, whether er no, I mean ter tell you
my comin here so muoh means business, "
Then I drapped on my kunees an tried
ter git er hold of her hand, but she
jumpéd erway an flung er handfol er
them p'ar fruits right in my face, One’
of "em was o meller it stuck on the end
er my nose, an when she scen that she
langhed till she criod. But soon sho set
ber head up, an suys she in her high

in the State
it has by far

Two cents a copy.

CHAPTER XVIII,

Mr. Howell came back from Roscoe
with the look of a whipped hound,
thongh he bronght Mr., Topmark the
wished for messuge. But when he had
delivered it howenten: **You have not
got n mico job before you, Topmark.
That young woman will not bo bullied,
even by you. Confound her! She came
nearer putting me in & blue funk than
over a supreme judgo did. I shall not
know whether to envy or pity you if
you get your own way with her, of
which I have my doubte. "

Mr. Topmark was moro hopeful when
he saw Rob, white and heavy eyed, Ehe
made no pretense of greeting, but went

way :

';? ‘I don't wanter seem, - inhospitable,
Mr, Topmark, but yon must know that
you ean never have anything ter say ter
me that would not bo better gaid whero
all the world might hear it. Good day,
sir! I onin’t ask you in the house, I
have got n heap er other things ter do.’
And with that she left® mo g0 mad I
couldn’t see straight, not knowin hardly
whether I'd ruther kill ber er ask her
ter walk on me. "'

*‘It must have tried your temper—such
impertinence,” Mr. Howell said, yet
langhed behind his hand nt the thought
of Mr. Topmark with theo pear on his
nose. ‘“‘Pardon mo if I seem impeorti-
nent,’* ho went on, **but you had better
tell mo your whale mind toward the
other one, Miss Magnolin Tabbs is net
bad looking, but sho impresess o os
being—well, o triflc hard mouthed und
more than o trifle gkittish, "'

“You're vight. But she’s got her
match—that thar Noch, Ho's the devil.
Besldes, he's got tho upper haud, The
gol's been nnfortanit,  Thar's er ohild,
you see. Till I fopnd that out thar
might er been twooheices for me. Noch
wouldn't havo thoe lnod us or gracious
gift, so sho—Muguolyer—is oragy tor
git money, Say, you goright over ter
Roscon termarrer mornin.  Ask for the
olo man., El you insist you won't talk
only ter him, it']1 skovr thavlittlo vizen
wasser'n anything, Dut don't tell him,
Talk ter her. Don’t beat erbont the
bush. Say right out you'vo been asked
ter take tho cnze an how I'vo tried ter
keep you from tetehin it anonly give in
after you promised ter try an compor-

moncy, $5,000,'" she said. ““You know
what for., Will you let me have it and

mine?"’

““Well, you ses, §5,000 is er heap er
money, er mighty heap er monoy,'* Mr.
Topmark anewered slowly., "It would
be the wust sort er thing fer my busi-
ness ter sink that muoeh in er re;ainder
in trons'.  Buot then thar ain't nothin
hardly I won’t try ter do ter "blige good
neighbors. Fact is, I bpen tryin ter jew
down thut thar lawyer. I told him ho
hadu't no conseienco whatevoer''—

**So hesaid, "' Rob broke in. **BExruse
me, but I am so anxious. **Mr, Top-
mark, pleaso spy simply yes o no. If
you chnuot oblige mo, I most try else-
where, I sont for vou beeanse 1 know
you have reudy i gmv. Besides tho
placa lica so it i3 =tith more to-you
than mogt paople, ™

» “Yes, I'm bound ter gay it is ' Mr,
Topmark adwitted impartinlly, wiih
the air of one conferring u favor, **But,
you see, er remainder in tros'— T ain't
meanin the least disrespeo’, Miss Roh
I know yonr word's better'n er bomd,
But the place won't be youors till the ole
gentloman's goue. 8'posin you died
flrsg"'— .

“*You shall not suppose such a thing, '’
Rob said, with a quick shiver. **To do
it would be todeny the mereyof God. I
ghall live to take care of him, I will do
it in spite of everything. What you
have said, though, shows me the case is
hopeless, so far as it concerns you, I can
only beg your pardon for bhaving trou-
bled yon."

“Yon know it ain't no trouble, not
the least. Why, Miss Rob, I'd do jest
anything fer yon nn glad er the chance, "’
My, Topmark said cagerly. *‘Now, don't
you fret an think you're goin ter be
turned oot er house an home, That
shan’t never happen while Ben Top-
mark's yours ter command''—

& *“Excuse me. Yon must know I ean-
Y An when she scen that she loughed il not mc'zl," any but soch help ns may

sho eried," come gtriotly in the way of buosiness, '
mise. Name er whoppin big sum. Say | Rob said, her eyes beginning to shine,
5,000, though I')) git the thing sottled | ‘“Forgive me if I seem bold, Mr. Top-
for $2,000. Say I bogged an plend with | mark, but I must say in justice to my-
you ter let the ole man at least live out | elf that in thus applying to yon I took
his days in peaco, sn you'd like ter do | secount not of your gallautry, but of
it, only business is business, an you | your well known shrewdness. I am of-
ain’t the ouly lnwyer’'— foring yon for £5,000 what I know you

“One would think I was hardly a | Woant very much and otherwise would
lawyer from the winutoness.of your in- 310&“"‘ at all,”
structions,”” Mr. Howell gad, nringing Y":“ mean jost Roscoe, 1 a'?‘oua,"
his chair down upon all its four legs. | Mr Topmark said, grinning. “I do
“I think I can be trosted with the dip- want it, Miss Rob, but, Lord, not half,
Jomatio part,  What I want is o clear not er hundredth part, as bad as I want

statement of facts and your connection | YOU- Now, don’t you try ter stop me.
with them.' ° You sent fer me, remember. I goter

"In jest g0 many words the facts is | FIBDE ter speak. I know you don't keer
theso,”’ Mr. Topmark said: ‘‘Roscoe nothin in the world erbout me, an I'm
Jand was took up from gov'ment sarvey | ° flml ter keep on arter you like I do. I
with money her father had give that ole | 0’ Do handsomo youug sprig ter take
woman, Naomi Pickins, when she got | Your fancy. Neither I ain't er p'ison
married. Ef she ever j'ined in the deeds suake. So you jest say you'll eben con-
ter tho MoGregors, thar ain't no papers | $14er me, an I pledge you my word you
ner reoords ter prove, thoogh the Me- — -
Grogors say sho did do it, But the only
one knowin ter that is the ole man his-
self, an Rob won't let him bo pestered
with this ¢f she kin any way help it
Now, yere comes Naomi Picking' gran'-
daughter, Maguolyer Tubbs, ouly heir
go fer's 1 know, wantin ter git her

pights, But ghe don’t want the land,
an il:lo. I want likewise the gal that Is there a ﬁcmi in the
thinks sho owns it an know [ cain't git
her unless T work my files pretty sharp, throat? Do yo: c:'hg'a.' t
She cain't fight tho cnse. Law an jestice
cost money. That she ain't got. Ef down? Are hoarse at
sho'll lot me stan® her friend’’— times? Does nearly every cold
“‘Bat if she will not let you stand her wm*ﬂ your throat?
friend, and if Magnolis shonld discover “throat coughs” are
how much better a bargain she ocould | | very doqlh& Don't
make''— Mr. Howell bogan, bat Top- | | them. roches, or cough
mark cut him short. rups 'm’t th
“I'll git the land, no matter what vm must take remedies

Rob MeGregor dovs,'’ he said, rising
heavily. *‘Thut’s certain. As for that
other one, you don't know Noch, KEf
ghe tarned rusty, he'd think nothin er
puttin her out in the swamp, with er
knife ercross her throat, like he's done
—well, some other things. An Noch, he

uswen'tgit modown on him. No, ir-co!| | ¢ has wonderful nourishin
““Then it is settled that T mako o first &ﬁw&ma&
move tomarrow?’ Mr, Howell asked, fhole is ; tife
also rising.  He did not mar'; the sud. “bv mu?‘mmﬂ::;
den, curlous grayness abont Topmark's "i!‘“
mouth, but he wondered n little that it | | from threatening lung tmuﬁ:
was a full minute before that gentleman | | is swept away.
answered glowly: Book about it free,
“‘Yes, an of you bring back word that For sale by all druggists at 50c, and

gho wants ter seo mo right off it'll bo
wuth $50 extry ter you when we come
tor sottle "' -

SCOTT & DOWNE, New York.
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ftraight ot the hoart of things. “'I want |

tako the land for it when it comes to be |
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shan't bave no . O TUNDe WITD M
yore rascally go ool

“Thank yon, bt that is wholly im.
possible, " Rob . iid, ndeep scarlet stain-
ing her pallddl foo, 80 impossible, '’
sho went on, '‘we will forget what yon
have snid. "

“What mnkes it impossible?” Top-
mark asked doveedly,

Rob shivercd 1 intly, then drew back,

! saying, “‘The tace that Tam myself and

yougourscif "

“You're the only woman round yere
I couldn’t have for the askin,”” Mr, Top-
mark begnn in bis most aggrieved voice,

In spite of Ler deep trouble, Rob broke
into s Inugh nud answered gayly: ‘I
have not the least doubt of it, Dear Mr,
Topmark, do 20 and take one of them,
You don't know how guilty I shall feel
if I think mysclf the ocension of o ex-
oellont a husband going to waste, "

l-.lvi laughinvg provoked My, Topmark
beyonud words, wore than even her stead-
fast rofasal of himself., Bhe conld thus
whistle him srd his money down the
wind with ruin sturing her in the face.
Tt most be she did pot realizo what she

was about,  Ho hsd gpoken fair words.
Now ho moast tzy what virtoo lay in
rongh cues

““ou sy yoa lovo your ole father,
bo began, *“Uhaz won't bo many ter be-
lHeve shias when they see him in the
poorthouso ws kuow you could er kept
bhim oot ez io. *?

“Perhaps "' ob said, though she got
white to the Lipn "But it seems to me,
Mr, Topmml, we bhad better say no
more, Voo ave nog likely to agree, nod it
ig uttevly foolish to quarrel. '’

SWo muss ugroe on - somethin er elso
it'll be tho wust day's work was over
dono frr, you un him, " Mr, Topmark al-
most sbhonteil. “‘Yom think, I reckon,
other hvlp will come. I tell you it

won't, it shen’t. I ecan give yon er
name ns will shes every door in the
county in your face. Now, take your
choice—bo ©.y wife, have all that lifo
kin give ér ¢lse the road an the world
lookin nt youn as the dust under its feet!
Choose quick too. You've tried me long
ernongh. "'

““Choice is impossible,’ Rob said, her
faco white and scornful, *‘since mothing
else on earth could be to mo o hard, so
degrading, so entirely unbearable, ns
even the contemplation for one minute
of being your wile,"

Mr, Topmark swung upon his heel
and came face to face with Aant Phemy,
who had been standing just outside the
grapo arbor throughout the interview.
The old woman was still speechless.
Otherwise sho showed no sign of the
cowardly midnight attack. Rob had al-
most foreed her to come and share Mam
Liza's house in a corner of the yard,
Bho had boon shelling peas in the arbor
while Rob talked with the lawyer that
moruning. Now she stood looking at Mr,
Topmark with the eye of a basilisk.
Thrice she nodded at him, then raised
her hand und pointed him away.

YOV er my way, yon ole witch!'' he
shovted, roshing past her. Rob had
sunk, shaken and breathless, upon the
turf soat within, The old woman went
to her and softly stroked her head, then
took the girl's face between her two
hands and looked into the eyes as though
gho tried to comfort her,

A tall shadow fell across the sunny
door. Jack Talbot came through it and
gat down beside Rob, saying:

‘“My mysterions passenger sent yon a
mesgnge, Rob—a message more mysteri-
oud than even himself. He bade me say
to you, ‘Darkness is coming, with light
behind.” What do yon make of that?
Do youn think he was orazy?"

“I hope not,”” Rob auid, trying to
speak steadily. **The darkness hus come,
Juok, quickly enough. Let us hope the
light will follow, "

Before Jaok could answer Aunt Phe-
my caught Rob's hand and kissed i,
mmu« all over hor deeply wrinkled

* - - ® % «

Fato sometimes disposes of her might-
iest men by means of trifies light as air.
Not that Miss Winfold was n trifle.
Perigh the insinuation]! Buotif Law
Howell had not chosen to ride abroad
Just when and where he did, he wonld
cartainly wot have encountered her nnd
—aud-— Buot let the event be
ohmuT lclled.

bo lawyer rode, soliloguizing, half
aloud: *‘George, but Topmark is n jolly
fool! Ha thinks bo can tame that p
picce of pride. Confound it! I wish
bad not seon her, I want to throw up
the caso when I think of her of
ocourse I shall not do it. But who with-
out seeing her would ever understand
Topmark’s infatnation? The wonder s
that, having seen ber, I no longer won-
der over it, She might be dangerous to
me, only she sees too far into me, Then
there is that stubborn faot—Jack Tal-
bot.  Only o fool wonld overlook him,
But tho other one, Topmark's niect—
ahe's nlmost ns astoniching,
the stock sho springs from. What n way
sho has! It was warth o lot to seo how
she cooed and purred the other night. I
might think of calling there, only I
mltowﬁ?’m out of this tomorrow at the

Sauud of other hoofa here mado him

duly
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